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INTRODUCTION 
The Trees for Kids program is a tree education and planting program for students of all ages across Iowa. The mission of 
the program is to promote the value of trees to Iowa’s youth by providing educational materials and opportunities for 
tree planting and care. 
 

HISTORY 
The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) established Trees for Kids/Trees for Teens in 1990 as a way to assist 
Iowa schools in celebrating and promoting Earth Day and Arbor Day. The program offers trees for planting on school 
grounds or in public areas; students must plant these trees and there must be an educational component with every 
event. Additionally, Trees for Kids partners with the national environmental education program Project Learning Tree to 
provide environmental educator training and curriculum materials to all grant participant schools. 
 

GOALS 
The goals of the Trees for Kids program include: 

• Providing opportunities to learn about the value of trees. 

• Providing environmental education training to K-12 educators 

• Providing opportunities for tree planting experiences. 

• Increasing contact with nature for youth 

• Maintaining and enhancing broad-based private and public partnerships. 

• Making effective use of the generous contributions of our sponsors 
 

 
  



PARTNERS 
The Trees for Kids program is a cooperative partnership between the following public and private organizations: 

• Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

• Trees Forever 
 

• Iowa Woodland Owners Association 

• Iowa Tree Farm Committee 

• Iowa Bankers Association 
 
 

 

PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION 
The program is coordinated and administered by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and is funded through 
partnerships with public and private organizations. One hundred percent of donations are used to fund grant projects 
and to train educators. 
 
Grant Process 
Grant applications are sent to Iowa principals and superintendents at least twice per year. Applicants can apply for 
spring or fall events, or both. Awards of up to $2,500 are provided to cover the cost of trees and mulch. Applications are 
due late winter for spring events and late summer for fall events; projects for spring take place in late April and May and 
fall projects are held in late September and October. 
 
Before applications are due, DNR staff typically conduct site visits with applicants to make species and placement 
suggestions, to discuss energy efficiency goals, and to address any questions applicants may have about the application 
process and program timeline. Staff also attend planting events, where they provide planting demonstrations and 
supervision. In instances where no DNR employee is able to make it to a particular event, a staff member will inspect the 
planting at a later date to ensure that program requirements are met. 
 
  



Highlights and Accomplishments for 2021 
2021 was another challenging year for the Trees for Kids grant due to the on-going COVID-19 global pandemic. We 
continued to allow for flexibility in regards to the youth engagement and education requirement. Many events still 
involved youth with planning and planting the project. Grants were awarded both spring and fall of 2021. 
 
Twenty grants totaling $35,664.83 were awarded in 2021. This funding provided hands-on experience for 2,332 students 
throughout Iowa and planted 431 trees. The schools, communities, and organizations who received grants are listed 
below: 
 

Organization City Cost Trees Youth 

Cass County Conservation Board Lewis $1,762.58 18 289 

Marion Independent School Foundation & Alumni Association Marion $2,500.00 19 328 

City of Waverly Waverly $2,500.00 115 95 

Albert City - Truesdale Community School District Albert City $1,412.88 12 107 

Sumner-Fredericksburg Community School District Sumner $2,295.00 15 43 

Jasper County Conservation Board Grinnell $1,730.00 15 28 

City of Mason City Mason City $2,500.00 25 26 

Drake University Des Moines $1,303.36 13 30 

Underwood Community School District Underwood $2,500.00 18 26 

Lenox FFA Lenox $807.60 10 50 

City of Pleasantville Pleasantville $2,500.00 42 6 

City of Indianola Indianola $805.15 6 162 

Palo Alto Iowa State University Extension and Outreach Emmetsburg $1,989.56 22 133 

Riverside Elementary School Sioux City $990.00 10 40 

Roland-Story Community School District Story City $890.00 14 24 

Emerson Elementary Parent/Teacher Organization- Indianola Indianola $263.40 2 75 

City of Denison Denison $2,500.00 21 15 

City of Webster City Webster City $2,489.80 20 140 

Southeast Polk Community School District Altoona $1,573.50 15 335 

Independence Community School District Independence $2,352.00 19 380 

Totals  $35,664.83 431 2332 

 

 
 
 
 



PROJECT IMPACTS 
“We had 40 of our student athletes and 8 coaches participate in our tree project. Our students were able to be educated 
on how to care and plant trees correctly, along with the knowledge and benefits of planting trees. The students were 
able to also build relationships with their older and younger teammates along with working with adults. Our students 
also were taught the importance of giving back to our community and school district.” 

-Sumner-Fredericksburg Football Program 
 
“Our PS - 6th grade students were able to plant 12 fruit trees to start a community orchard. The students were able to 
work with Gabbi, a salesmen at the local nursery, and our local Iowa State Extension Youth Coordinator to learn more 
about trees and the value of planting different varieties in our communities. The students were able to work together to 
complete this project despite the unusual circumstances that come with going to school in a pandemic. The exciting part 
will be as the trees grow and produce fruit to see how we are able to contribute to not only our school, but the 
community with this project.” 

-Albert City - Truesdale Community School District 
 
“This project succeeded in accomplishing the goals set out by our application. One of the biggest accomplishments of this 
project was showing the district and the community that these projects are feasible, beneficial, and rewarding for the 
school and the overall community. Through this project the students built a sense of pride and stewardship towards 
their community. It also allowed the community to become more invested into the school district and hopefully help 
support future projects. The project also served as a foundational project to better our school district’s outdoor 
classroom spaces” 

-Underwood Community School District 
 
“We are so grateful to the DNR for the funds to support this important hands-on education, expand the urban tree 
canopy, and improve species diversity here in Emmetsburg. The collaboration between the Emmetsburg Community 
School District (faculty, staff, grounds crew, and students), our local businesses, and ISU Extension and Outreach will 
impact the community for years to come.” 

-Palo Alto County Iowa State University Extension and Outreach 
 

 
 


